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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR AZZAM

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Last month I shared with you that I had received a divine call from St. John’s in Pickerel Wisconsin. I also
indicated that it meant that I was considering two calls…my current call at Trinity and this new one. After
much prayer and advice from family and those whose opinions I respect within the greater church and
having listened to your overwhelming response…Thank you so much for all your kind words of encouragement and your prayers on our behalf. As a result, I have decided to continue serving at Trinity as I
announced, Sunday, April 8.
When I returned the call to Pickerel I communicated some of my concerns about it to the powers that be in
the North Wisconsin District regarding the whole process of how this was communicated to me. As I think
about it, we all, myself included, could do a better job at communication. The scriptures even address that
there is a time for speaking and a time for silence under heaven. (Ecclesiastes 3:7) When we give our offering, or when we help the poor, the Lord suggests that we not allow our right hand to know what our left
hand is doing. (Matthew 6:3). In the assembly of believers, when we worship St. Paul suggests that we
speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. (Ephesians 5:19) When it came to conveying
the knowledge of the Resurrection, St. Paul explained to the Thessalonians that he did not want them to be
ignorant, or uninformed about those who have fallen asleep (have died). (1Thessalonians 4:13) And finally,
when St. Paul was organizing a collection for the persecuted saints in Jerusalem, he did not hesitate in
sending word ahead of his arrival that he expected to pick up the collection on his way. In fact, many of
St. Paul’s letters were circular in nature, that is to say, they were to be carried from congregation to congregation in a particular community…the letter to the Galatians was a good example of this.
Problems occur when within congregations one group does not know what the other group is doing. I was
certain that I was never going to hear from St. Johns in Pickerel when they informed me that I was on their
list. The day of their call meeting came and went. Three weeks later when I actually received notification
they had chosen me, I learned that their planned meeting day had to be postponed, since they had not communicated with the proper district officials regarding their intentions.
Moving forward I am going to attempt to do a better job at communicating what I am doing and thinking. I
hope that you, as members, either personally or on boards do the same. How beautiful it is when a congregation acts in concert and in harmony with each other. (Psalm 133;1-2) If you are planning to be out of
town for a period of time and will be missing church, let someone know. If your committee is working on
a project, keep the council informed as to your goals and progress. If you plan to have an operation or are
ill and would like prayers, please inform me. If you have agreed to a task that would be easier done with
help, ask for help, set a time, and allow others to pitch in. These may be simple things, but they go a long
way in building up the body of Christ for service in his mission and ministry here.
I look forward to continuing my service among you at Trinity.
In Christ,
Rev. Timothy Azzam
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Sundays
8 & 10:30 am--Worship Service
9:15 am--Sunday School (Sept. - May)
9:15 am--Adult Bible Class
1-3 pm--Bells of Glory Practice

Tuesdays
8 am--Men's Bible Class
9:30 am--Ladies Bible Class
10-Noon--Parish Nurse Office Hours
10:30am-2pm--Crafts & Quilts
7 pm--Adult Bible Class

Thursdays
10 am--Bible Class

Mondays
10 am--Open Bells for All (postponed until
further notice)

JOURNEY FROM
UNBELIEF TO FAITH
begins April 29, on Sundays at
9:15 am.
By: Rev. Dr. John Nunes
The passage from unbelief or
antagonism toward God to faith
in Christ as Lord and Savior is a
road that's different for each
person. Follow the stories of four
individuals from widely dissimilar pasts that arrived at the same
conviction: Jesus Christ is Lord
and Savior and because He is,
they must tell others about it.

Thank You!
THANK YOU TO ALL who
brought food for F.I.S.H. during Lent. 3 car
trunk loads were collected this year. Remember, we collect
food year around and people in the Oscoda area are hungry
year around. God Bless you all. Kathy Azzam
“For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the
needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.” 2 Corinthians 9:12
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God’s Word
Blessings abound when we read God’s Word,
In our mind it’s the place for Him to be heard,
He speaks of His Love and we hear of His wrath,
He tells us the way, if we follow the path,
Never ceasing to guide us as we go through life,
Always loving and leading through sorrow and strife,
His Wisdom and way are clearly defined,
The pages are full of those who declined,
To hear Him and heed Him and go their own way,
And in their own wisdom found death and decay.

• THANK YOU to the Sunday School
kids who cleaned the flower beds for
Earth Day.
• THANK YOU to Mike Welther and
Wayne Fortney for cleaning the
windows.
• THANK YOU for VBS volunteers.
We could use more helpers, please!
See Ruth Golm.

In the silence we hear him as He speaks to us there,
Just Him and ourselves the ultimate pair,
For we seek him and find him one on one,
In the end it’s the way salvation is won,
And in eternity we find His Grace,
And finally meet Him face to face,
If we live our lives and find our place,
In the things God has told us to do and to don’t,
Living to please Him certainly won’t,
There’s only one way for salvation to be won,
And it’s found in Lord Jesus – His only Son,
Who died on the cross and took our place,
And bought us in heaven a wonderful space,
To live there eternally in the place He prepared,
The price of admission He paid for us to be spared,
And live in heaven with the heavenly host,
The Father, Son and Holy Ghost!
By Ron Weidenfeller
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QUILTERS
We meet on Tuesdays from 10:30 am-2 pm.
We need people to sew or tie quilts. Many people
benefit from the work the ladies put into making
these beautiful quilts. Both locally and abroad. For
more information, contact Mabel Thomas.

TLCW/LWML
Trinity Lutheran Church Women / Lutheran Women Missionary League
TLCW sent money to various Missions for the 2018 year. Many thanks to all who helped make our garage sale, bazaar
and salad luncheon such a success so we were able to complete these mission projects. We have purchased new paraments for the altar for communion.
We will be serving breakfast at the Methodist Church in Harrisville for My Brother’s Hope on Saturday, May 12 at 8:30
am. If you would like to help, we would appreciate your assistance, please speak to Carol Wenzel.
LWML Timberline Zone rally is in AuGres at St. John’s on May 5th, 2018 starting at 10 am. We will be carpooling and
leaving Trinity at 8:30 am. If you are interested in attending, please see Carol Wenzel.
We are collecting items for our annual Garage Sale starting May 15th. Please take items to the last classroom in the education wing.
Cookbook Update: Cookbooks have been ordered. We will be selling them for $10.00. We are celebrating our Diamond
Jubilee (60 years) as Trinity Lutheran Church. Our cookbook is in celebration of our anniversary.
On Sunday, June 17th, 2018 we are having a Father’s Day Bar-B-Que. Please join us for some delicious food and fantastic
fellowship. Please sign up to attend and bring a dish to pass, so we know how many burgers and brats to purchase.
Thrivent is helping to sponsor this event. Hope to see you there!
Henrie Fortney,
President

LWML

LWML Timberline Zone
Spring Rally

May 6, 2018 this month your mites
are needed to help support a National
LWML mission grant to raise
$75,000 for Restoration Programs for Native
Hawaiians. In recent years the number of homeless people in Hawaii has grown, with poverty
rising, leaving few people in the middle class.
The goal is to successfully engage the Kanaka
people in the Christian faith and to provide support and assistance that Kanaka people need to
begin to overcome the serious social issues that
plague them. PLEASE BE GENEROUS
WITH YOUR MITE DONATIONS.
~Ruth Golm

Date: Saturday, May 5, 2018
Place: St. John’s
AuGres, Michigan
Registration/Coffee 9:00 am-10:00 am
Rally 10:00 am – 3:30 pm
WE WILL BE CARPOOLING FROM
TRINITY AT 8:30 AM.
Bring a friend.

Please continue to save your

▪Box Tops for Education and
▪Stamps (When cutting out stamps allow at
least 1/4” around stamps and don't remove stamp from envelope)

Deposit them in boxes outside the office.
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BABY BOTTLE BONANZA FUND RAISER

Beginning on Mother's Day, May 13, you will see a basket of empty baby bottles
in the Fellowship Hall or Entry. Please take one home to fill with your loose
change (or bills - or checks!) and return it by Father's Day on June 17.
The Harbor Lights Pregnancy and Information Center in E. Tawas needs your
help and will be very grateful for any contribution you can make. All services of
the Center are free to the clients served, both Mothers and Fathers, and it is supported entirely by contributions
from friends and supporters in the community. It is fitting that we use this time between two important holidays to
assist Harbor Lights in providing education and supplies to young parents and families in our community. A
representative from the Center will come to Trinity this month to give you more information about the mission of
Harbor Lights Center.
Harbor Lights hopes also to build a strong base of support through regular, pledged contributions so that it can
make plans based on a known, projected budget. If you wish to be a regular supporter of the Center, you can do
so by going to the website, www.hlpregcenter.org. Click on “Pledge of Support" and follow the instructions. The
mailing address is 310 Newman St., E. Tawas, MI, 48730. For more information on making your contribution
automatic through your bank, call the Center at 989-305-6308. Hours are Wednesday and Thursday, 9:00 AM to
5:00 PM. You are welcome to stop in for a tour at 310 Newman St., just a few doors east of the Post Office.
Thrivent members: remember that you can allocate your Choice Dollars to the Harbor Lights Pregnancy and
Information Center.
Volunteers at the Center are also desperately needed. If you can spare a few hours of your time once a week to
help, please call the Center, stop in during the hours listed above, or speak to Miriam Kuhlmann. It's rewarding
work saving babies!

It’s Coming!

Thursday, June 21st
and Friday, June 22nd

Part-Time Secretary Needed
Trinity Lutheran Church is currently seeking
a Secretary to work 10-12 hours per week.
Hourly wage to be determined. Resumes
must be submitted by June 4, as this
position is expected to start on July 3.
Candidate must be proficient in Word,
Excel, Publisher and database software.
E-mail resumes to
churchoffice@trinityoscoda.org or mail to
Trinity Lutheran Church, 5625 N US 23,
Oscoda, MI 48750.

Got Stuff?? Too much STUFF??
As you find things, furniture, linens, kitchen
things, garage and garden tools, toys, games,
books, craft items and sporting goods you don’t
need or want (or want to use!), set the STUFF
aside for the garage sale.
Bring your STUFF to the garage starting
TUESDAY, MAY 15th, and every following
Tuesday, 10:30 am to 1:30 pm.
(Please DO NOT bring Computers, printers,
electronics, TVs, microwaves, shoes or clothing)

☺

Proceeds of the sale go to Lutheran mission
projects, as well as local charities.
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~TLCW Garage Sale Committee

Believe it or not, VBS is only 9 weeks away.
Please start telling your friends, family of this
new adventure.
Handouts will be available in the narthex &
office for you to help distribute.

 Where Kids Discover God’s Love
Trinity Lutheran Church

5625 NORTH US 23, OSCODA
JUNE 25 – 28, 2018, 9 AM – NOON

Call 989 739 9292 to register
---------Clip art from Creative Commons
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Son Treasure Island Vacation Bible School
June 25-28 9:00am-12:00pm

We will be learning the love God has for us, and the true treasure we find through Bible lessons, music, crafts and games for the week.

---------We are looking for someone with a pirates chest.
It doesn’t have to be super large.



 Also VBS would like to borrow either a small sailboat or
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We would appreciate any of the following craft items: Neon colored drinking straws,
8 1/2 X 11 bright-colored cardstock, neon colored tissue paper, rick rack trim neon colors, brown lunch bags, colored craft sand, 2 bags stuffing, beach balls, toilet and paper towel rolls. Please
give to Henrietta Fortney or Ruth Golm. Thank you, VBS Committee

power boat on a trailer to use the week of June 25-28.

The children will be allowed to sit in the boat while at recess and doing some theme activities.
Any questions please contact Ruth Golm 724-5679.
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See Donna David or Susie Manning if you
would like to join the Bells of Glory.
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STEWARDSHIP

Giving During Worship
During the worship service, there is time set aside for us to give a portion of our money to God through the
church. How do you view the time allowed for the offering? Do you see the time given to the collection of
the money as an integral part of worshiping God or is it simply an intermission between the sermon and the
closing of the service? When you give your money during the collection, does your monetary gift properly
reflect gratitude and thanksgiving for all of God’s gifts to you? Does your giving reflect your trust in the
Lord?
Our giving should and must be considered an important part of honoring and worshiping our Lord. As Christians, when we acknowledge that God is the creator and owner of all, we start acting as caretakers of the money that God has entrusted to us rather than owners. We respond to God’s gifts of creation and redemption by
giving our money and ourselves. The offering of our tithes and offering during the collection is an important
part of our worship. Giving puts our love, trust, and gratitude into action.
The Apostle Paul wrote the following verses to the Corinthian Church about the giving of the Macedonians to
the needy church in Jerusalem: “For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their
means…and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to
us” (2 Corinthians 8:3-5). They gave generously because they first gave themselves. Their gift of money was
an extension of what they were. In a significant way, our money represents who we are, also, because of all
the time and energy we spend in accumulating it. When we give, we should think of ourselves as personally
crawling into the offering plate. As Christians, we know that, when we give, we are only returning to God
what He has already given to us.
From the blessings we receive from God, He bestows us with the capacity to give generously from those
blessings. “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all
times, you may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).
In our worship services, we give God our adoration and praise, and, during the offering, we worship Him
through the giving of our money. May God grant us faithful hearts so that we give Him our first and best.
~Bill Davis

STEWARDSHIP - Mission Support
May "Mission of the Month" is P.O.B.L.O.
(People of the Book Lutheran Outreach).
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You can use a mission envelope that can be found in
your envelope packet or pick one up from the ushers
stand at the back of the sanctuary.
~ Bill Davis
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April 12, 2018 Church Council Meeting Minutes (excerpts)
Meeting called to order at 7:05 by President Ed Heinrich. Dave Wagner opened with prayer.
Ed Heinrich, Dave Wagner, Bradd Chisholm, Kathie Orr, Henrietta Fortney, Bill Davis, Ron Weidenfeller, Roger Wenzel, Ruth
Golm, Mitch Davis present, Pastor Azzam absent.
Ed Heinrich asked if there were any comments from floor. Jonalee Engstrom passed around a list of items she was concerned
about and wanted to make council aware of. Jonalee felt a Garden Committee was necessary, Fellowship Committee for Advent
and Lenten soup suppers and had the Elders advertised for a secretary or choir director. Council took her ideas under advisement.
Minutes read from last two meetings, were read and approved.
Ed Heinrich discussed advertisement in the newspaper for Easter and Christmas. Our church was full Easter and speakers in
Fellowship hall did not work, Trustees will check into this, Roger thought some wires may need replaced. Ed Heinrich read a
letter from Pastor Azzam regarding his call to Pickerel Wisconsin.
Vice President- Dave Wagner passed out calendars to stay on track, Audit will be done by May meeting, and Budget requests
passed out and would like to set some goals for the future. Dave mentioned we need to get a new financial secretary and church
council secretary and asked Bradd if he would like to run again. These are the offices up for this year. Election is June 2018 at
the voter’s meeting.
Treasurer- Bradd Chisholm passed out treasurer’s report. We are negative income. Bradd volunteered to announce quarterly our
financial situation to the congregation. Bradd discussed a 5-year CD renewed on April 5, 2018; rates have changed, and held on
keeping it in a variable or fixed rate. A motion was made and approved to place the 5 year CD note into a variable rate for 5
years.
Financial Secretary-Kathy Orr discussed the web site and going with Intensified Technology for $1,650.00 for a web design and
from $300.00 to $322.00 for web hosting. A motion was made and approved that we take $1,150.00 from Thrivent fund and
$500.00 from building fund to get this up and running.
Trustees-Rodger Wenzel stated the parking lot lights will be repaired when the snow has melted. Rodger is getting quotes and
information on the air conditioner for the church. Rodger stated he will add use agreement to application already in existence for
church usage. Rodger is checking into Helmet for painting the outside cement block wall. Dave Golm has a call into Chosen
Ranch about getting them to weed and clean out flower beds and how much it will cost.
Elders- Mitch Davis reported Pastor’s year has changed to the same as the church council year, October 1 till September 30th.
Plexiglas for Altar was ordered and Wayne Fortney placed it in place. Mitch would like to have council approve Ron Weidenfeller as an Elder; A motion was made and approved to accept Ron Weidenfeller as an elder. Pastor will be reviewed later in
the year.
Education-Ruth Golm reported Sunday School is going well. VBS meeting is planned on April 24th at 11:00 am for final lesson
plans etc. Fliers will be passed out at Family Fun Fair in Oscoda on Saturday end of April.
Evangelism-Ron Weidenfeller stated 18 baskets were made for the children for Easter, 4 baskets were left. He is checking into
having a group come and perform at the church or at the park in Oscoda during the summer.
Stewardship-Bill Davis reported he is keeping up with stewardship inserts in bulletins and newsletter.
Old Business- none
New Business-Pancake breakfast for Mother’s Day and have a free will offering. A motion was made and approved to proceed
with Mother’s Day breakfast. Rodger Wenzel is checking into getting someone to chair this event.
September 21, 2018 is the Church’s 60th anniversary; Henrietta Fortney will chair this event and if anyone would like to work
with her, please talk with her. Tentatively set for Sunday September 23, 2018 after late service.
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm.
Respectfully submitted by: Henrietta Fortney-Trinity church council secretary
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A "By the Numbers" look at Here We Stand
through April 6, 2018
$
$
$

5,406,708.12 Total campaign gifts, pledges, and goals
4,143,027.79 Cash received which includes $300,000 CEF Matching Funds
951,953.08 Outstanding commitments (pledges)
1,212
1,093
119
32.2
7,441
876

$
$
$
$

Total Contributors
Individual Contributors
Congregations Contributing
% of Michigan District Congregations currently participating
Participants in the "Crafted By Truth" Bible Reading Program
Participants who have completed the Bible Reading Program

1,085,071.93
1,941,630.25
794,445.77
1,273,832.92

Total given/pledged for Professional Church Worker Scholarships
Total given/pledged for Innovative Missional Ministry
Total given/pledged for Michigan District Endowment
Total given/pledged for International Ministries

THANK YOU for supporting Trinity Lutheran Church through the
Thrivent Choice program of Thrivent Financial! We are blessed to
receive these Thrivent Choice Dollars from you and other
thoughtful people.
Eligibility: Members become eligible for Thrivent Choice based
on insurance premiums, contract values and Thrivent volunteer
leadership. Members are designated Choice Dollars that they can
direct to enrolled charities.
Directing Choir Dollars: With Thrivent Choice®, you can recommend where some of Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach
funds go. Since 2010, more than $370 million has been distributed
to churches and nonprofits nationwide.
We recognize that you can choose among many 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations when you direct Thrivent Choice Dollars. We
are delighted that you have included Trinity Lutheran Church in
your selection. We are able to do many things above and beyond
the Work Program because of the commitment of people like you.
Please know that the Thrivent Financial charitable funds distributed through this program will be used by Trinity Lutheran
Church to help further the Lord's work and support our mission of
"Equipping Individuals to Strengthen Families to Impact the
World." We hope you will continue to remember Trinity with your
Thrivent Choice Dollars .
May you be blessed as Trinity has been blessed by your gift.
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BUDGET REQUESTS
for 10-1-18 to 9-30-19
are due by
Sunday, May 13th.
Forms are located
beneath the bulletin
board outside the
secretary’s office.
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Thank you.
Finance Committee

Altar Flowers For May
May 6 -- Given by Mary Douglas in
memory of her mother.
May 6 -- Given by Sandy Suni in thanks
for 80 years of God’s blessings on
Dori Dopp’s birthday
May 14 -- Mother’s Day.
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Kristin Bilbey
Joan Abney
James Allison
Mabel Thomas
Vonne Kreuzwieser
Becky Krahnke
Gerald Abee
Randy Orr
Dori Dopp
Angela Maringas
Mason Richardson
Kristine Ounan
Robert Toner
Neil Malson
Joyce Davis

5/2
5/4
5/4
5/4
5/5
5/6
5/7
5/7
5/10
5/10
5/10
5/11
5/14
5/16
5/19

Timothy Azzam
Melvin Spinney
Erica Wright
David Wright
Judy Hohf
Chris Exnowski
Annette Dennis

5/20
5/20
5/20
5/24
5/25
5/30
5/31

Randy & Kathie Orr
George & Pat Wright
Edward & Shirley Frink
Wayne & Henrietta Fortney
Quentin & Helen Hall

5/2
5/15
5/18
5/24
5/24

Funeral Committee
April - May - June
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Henrie Fortney, Chair
Joann Pancost
Sue Welther
Ruth Golm
Ann Dawley

Greeters
8 am

10:30 am

6th
13th Susie Manning
20th Nancy Kreuzwieser
27th Terri Westberg

Jonalee Engstrom
Greg & Joann Pancost
Lila Wetenhall
Christine Rogel

Homebound
Barb Dewald
Richard & Phyllis Fitzgerald
Steve Valentine

Ushers
6th
13th
20th
27th

8 am

10:30 am

Ted & Karen White
Ruth Golm & Bradd Chisholm
Lou & Miriam Kuhlmann
Ted & Karen White

Bruce & Mike Welther
Greg Pancost & Fred Rogel
Ann & Lee Dawley
Bill Davis & Mike Hohf

Elders
6th
Communion 13th
20th
Communion 27th

Rodger Wenzel
Mitch Davis
Charlie Rainey
Ron Weidenfeller
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Know the Elders
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The Board of Elders concerns itself with
the well being and spiritual life of our
congregation and pastor. Pastor Azzam
and your Elders are happy and eager
to hear from you!
They may be reached at:

Pastor Azzam - 739-4820
Mitch Davis, Jr. - 989-820-1469
Charlie Rainey - 724-6704
Roger Tack - 989-293-8050
Ron Weidenfeller - 724-7701
Rodger Wenzel - 724-6800

