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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR AZZAM
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ.
Sunday, November 29th is the first Sunday of Advent. We will be following lessons assigned to year B, that is
Gospels from Mark and John. But even as we focus our attention on the comings of Jesus Christ, that is
what the word Advent means. . . we will be doing so, initially from our homes or on our devices. Hopefully,
on December 13th, the day of the Pink Candle, we will be able to worship again in our sanctuaries.
The Season of Advent focuses our attention on the appearance of Jesus at his entry into Jerusalem on a
Donkey . . . and we will talk about that. Secondly, we are introduced to John the Baptist, the voice crying in
the wilderness, from Mark 1. Then we read from John 1, the one bearing witness to the light (John the
Baptist) introduces Jesus to the world, and then we will review the Annunciation of a Savior to Mary in
preparation to Jesus’ arrival on earth at Christmas.
So, Advent is a season in reverse which begins with the end in mind. Jesus appearing as King, then Jesus
appearing as the promised Savior, then Jesus’ appearance predicted by John, and finally Jesus’ appearance
on earth as spoken of by the Angel to Mary.
On Wednesdays, we will be inviting Jesus to come to us in various ways as these invitations have been set
to traditional Hymnody.
1st Wednesday
December 2nd
Savior of the Nations Come
nd
th
2 Wednesday
December 9
O Come, O Come Emmanuel
3rd Wednesday
December 16th
Come Thou, Precious Ransom Come.
God bless you these coming weeks, as we think about what they will look like. Stay safe, reach out to each
other and encourage each other. Even if our December celebrations are small, and very few of our family
are able to gather with us, remember that Jesus came to earth to go through everything we are
experiencing, only so that he could be tempted, and not sin, and then die in our place so that we might be
received by God when Jesus comes again in Glory.
In Christ,
Rev. Timothy Azzam
Worship Services will continue to be posted online on our Facebook page on
Saturdays at 5 p.m. Midweek Services will be posted on Wednesday at 5:00 p.m.,
and Christmas Eve Service in the evening, depending upon circumstances.

Please continue to share the services.
DVD’s of our Facebook broadcasts will be available in the entrance way for those whose internet
connections do not allow good viewing.

STEWARDSHIP
Fellow Workers on God’s Team
In his first letter to the church in Corinth, the Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are God’s fellow workers…” (1
Corinthians 3:9). Through Paul, God was telling the people in Corinth that they had the honor and privilege to
work with Him and to be important participants in His mission. In the same way, God makes us His fellow
workers on His team. Even though we are undeserving and have nothing to offer, God, in His sovereignty, chooses
us to be His vessels through which He will accomplish His purposes. As God’s fellow workers, we become His
hands, feet, and mouth to the world.
God does not schedule tryouts for those He selects to be on His team. He isn’t seeking the most talented, the most
powerful, or the most attractive. He invites and encourages everyone to be part of His team. The people who
become part of God’s team vary in appearance, in gifts, in stations in life, and other ways. Although God’s team
is made up people who are different in some ways, the one common factor is that they are all new creations with
transformed hearts for Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:17). Through the work of the Holy Spirit, they have become people
of faith who see God as their greatest treasure. Faithfulness is a top priority as a fellow worker with God. Through
faith, we commit and are energized to serve God by serving others. What we do with our time, talents, and money
gives evidence to which team we belong.
In God’s Word, we find examples of people who were not eager always to be fellow workers on God’s team.
Moses gave numerous excuses that God shouldn’t use him to lead the Israelites out of the Egyptian captivity.
Saul hid! David felt unqualified to be king. God caused Jonah to be swallowed by a fish in order to get him on
His team. God didn’t give up on these people. He chose and equipped each of them to be fellow workers on His
team.
God blesses each of us with the privilege to be a fellow worker on His team. Whether we willingly join or are at
first resistant, we are now participants in God’s mission to help others “to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). God uses ordinary people like us to do extraordinary things. Are you ready to go
to work?
--Bill Davis, Stewardship Chair

December Mission of the Month
God’s Children - Haiti
God's Children Haiti is a non-profit, 501c3, faith-based mission dedicated to helping the country of Haiti with
its five greatest needs; Faith in Jesus Christ, Health Care, Food, Housing for Children in Need, and Education.
You can use a mission envelope that can be found in your envelope packet or pick one up from the ushers
stand at the back of the sanctuary to support the “Mission of the Month.” If you already support a mission,
please continue to do so by designating that particular mission by name on a Mission envelope.
\

Harbor Lights Pregnancy and Information Center
The center is now open on a regularly during the COVID-19 pandemic, showing Christ’s love and seeing clients
that need assistance and guidance with their infants, children, & relationships. Operating expenses continue,
but our annual fundraising banquet had to be cancelled due to Covid-19 restrictions. Therefore, some creative
means of helping the center financially have been initiated. Please consider participating in the following
December event.
TASTE OF THE SUNRISE SIDE RAFFLE – Drawing December 16, 2020 at 2 p.m., 310 Newman St., E. Tawas – you
need not be present to win. 1st prize – 7 meals for 2 at area restaurants, 2nd prize – holiday basket, 3rd prize –
holiday ham. Tickets are $10 each or 3 for $25. Purchase tickets at Harbor Lights Center, O’Connor’s, the Ladies’
Room, Tawas Area Chamber of Commerce, or call Miriam Kuhlmann at (989) 739-7153.

Military:
Jason Cooper
Courtney & Karina Pierce (Army)
Marc Stiller (U.S.A.F. – Sherman)
Nathan Boettge (Marines – Fortney)

Chris Exnowski, Denise Foreit,
Wayne Fortney, Jan Groves,
Dolores Olson, Bill Ruckel
Homebound:
Alice Dettmer – Medilodge
Richard & Phyllis Fitzgerald

During the suspension of in-person worship, you can still
enjoy the services on Facebook. Like us on Facebook and
reach out to your family and friends by sharing the worship
services. If you prefer to watch a DVD of the service or listen
to a CD, these are available in the entryway of the church.

All in-person worship and activities at Trinity
will be suspended until Sunday, December 13th
in the spirit of Michigan DHHS’s three-week
PAUSE TO SAVE LIVES
Weekly Services will CONTINUE on Facebook:
Sunday Services
Posted Saturdays at 5:00 pm.

Advent Worship
Posted Wednesdays, Dec 2nd & 9th at 5:00 pm.

CD’s and DVD’s will be available in the entryway.

At the November 12th meeting the Church Council voted to hold its meetings at 2:00 p.m. on the
second Thursday of the month.
The Treasurer reported that expenses exceed income by $6,583.14. However, it was noted that
there were a few one-time expenses, there were 4 Sundays in October, and we are in the midst
of a global pandemic. The church’s financial position is good. We will continue to be good
stewards of God’s gifts and praise him for his goodness.
TLCW will be selling greeting cards, cookbooks, and dish cloths. There is a table in the fellowship hall with cards and
a cash box. All cards are 50 cents, cookbooks are $5.00, and dish cloths are $1.25.
Your 2021 offering envelopes are available on a table in the fellowship hall. Please do not use the new envelopes
until January 3, 2021.

DURING ADVENT, WE PREPARE TO CELEBRATE
OUR SAVIOR’S BIRTH AND HIS COMING AGAIN.
“ ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’ says the Lord God, ‘Who
is and Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty’ ”
(Revelation 1:8).

Advent Schedule
Sunday, November 29, 2020 – Online Worship
Wednesday, December 2, 2020 – Online Worship
Sunday, December 6, 2020 – Online Worship
Wednesday, December 9, 2020 – Online Worship
Sunday, December 13, 2020 – We hope to have in-person Worship at 10:30 a.m. – Call to register
Wednesday, December 16, 2020 – We hope to have in-person Worship at 7:00 p.m. – Call to register
Sunday, December 20, 2020 – We hope to have in-person Worship at 10:30 a.m. – Call to register

Tentative Christmas Eve Worship Services
Thursday, December 24th
3:00 p.m. – Holy Communion – Please call to reserve a seat
5:00 p.m. – Holy Communion – Please call to reserve a seat
A third service at 7:00 p.m. is possible
There will be NO worship service on Christmas Day

IT’S LUTHERAN WITNESS TIME!
It's time to subscribe or renew your subscription to LUTHERAN WITNESS at a discounted rate. The Lutheran
Witness is the official periodical of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. It is published 11 times a year and
provides Missouri Synod laypeople with stories and information that complement congregational life,
foster personal growth in faith, and help interpret the contemporary world from a Lutheran Christian
perspective. Each subscription includes the Michigan In Touch supplement which is automatically inserted
into each issue of those who have subscriptions through the District Office renewal process.
The new subscription year doesn't begin until March 2020, but orders need to be submitted to the church
office by December 1st to take advantage of a discounted District rate of $11.60/year. (Individual
subscriptions ordered directly from CPH are $19.99/year).
Payment for subscriptions should be made directly to Trinity Lutheran Church. Late orders will be charged
an additional $2.
If you have any questions about subscriptions, e-mail the church office at churchoffice@trinityoscoda.org
or call 989-739-9292.

God is Good, Trinity Lutheran is Blessed
Trinity Lutheran Church received a $2,500 Security Enhancement Grant from the Church Extension Fund. We would
like to thank the Church Extension Fund for this grant. Thank you also to Kathy Azzam, our Church Extension Fund
representative, for her persistence in pursuing this grant. The grant was received to assist us with the cost of re-keying
the building, replacing the two emergency exit doors in the church and repairing the security lamp in the yard.
There Church received more great news. The Payroll Protection Loan taken out by Trinity in the amount of $22,500
was forgiven by the Small Business Administration. Northland Area Federal Credit Union received funds to pay off this
loan!

Like the shepherds who traveled to Bethlehem in response to the Good News
the angels brought, we have the greatest message to share.
“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them” (Luke 2:20).

Thrivent Grants Help Provide Community Outreach Projects
Diaper Giveaway
Thanks to a Thrivent grant and donations
from the congregation, the diaper giveaway
held at Trinity from Trinity Lutheran Church
on Saturday, November 14th was a big
success today. Thank you to Sue Pisarski for
organizing the event, and to all who worked
and donated diapers. The extras diapers
were donated to Harbor Lights Pregnancy
Center and the local baby pantry.

Cleaning Supplies
Provided to
Those in Need
A Thrivent Grant and donations
provided boxes of cleaning
supplies for those in need. Thank
you to Pastor and Kathy for their
efforts in organizing, purchasing
the supplies, and distributing them
to those in need.

“Family First” Christmas
“Family First” is an important program of Mio Wellspring of Northern Michigan. This program works with families
where there is a risk for child abuse or neglect that would make it necessary to remove children and place them
in Foster Care. This year with so much unemployment, remote school learning, and parents without income,
there is even a greater risk to children.
The staff of Wellspring offered suggestions for much needed items that would help relieve some of the emotional,
physical, and financial stress these families face in the upcoming Christmas season. Thrivent Action Team dollars
will be used to purchased suggested items such as games, Lego sets, puzzles, school supplies, white boards,
hats and gloves, and gas cards. If you would like to participate in this “Christmas Family First” project by donating
any of these items, please contact Carol Wenzel at (989) 724-6800. The 5 families they are currently working
with includes 11 children. Plans are to complete this project by December 14th.

12/2
12/3
12/6
12/7
12/12
12/17
12/18
12/19
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/26
12/29
12/29
12/30
12/30
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Mike Hohf
Charlie Rainey
Kathy Azzam
Greg Pancost
Larry Akers
Christine Rogel
David Wagner
Wayne Fortney
Laurie David
Barbara Dewald
Adam Dettmer
Amanda Brown
Joseph Garrison
Jack Inman
Clara Pavlak
Jennifer Agtergael
Nancy Kreuzwieser
Adrith Akers

Winter Weather is Here

12/4

Charles & Ella Durfee

12/16

Cindy & Randy Rourke

Know the Elders
The Board of Elders concerns itself with
the wellbeing and spiritual life of our
congregation and pastor. Pastor Azzam
and your Elders are happy and eager to
hear from you!
They may be reached at:
Pastor Azzam - 739-4820
Mitch Davis, Jr. - 989-820-1469
Roger Tack - 989-293-8050
Ron Weidenfeller - 724-7701

Tuesday
December 2nd
6:00 p.m.

For worship cancellations,
call the church office 739-9292
and check the answering machine!

Meeting

Thursday
December 10th
2:00 p.m.

Your 2021 offering envelopes are
available to be picked up on the table
in in the fellowship hall. You should
start using the new envelopes on
January 3, 2021.

3.

Whom did Mary visit
immediately after Gabriel
appeared to her?

8

2.

Answers to Quiz:
1. Prophet Isaiah

Deadline to submit
articles for
January Newsletter
is December 20th

How many days after the birth
of Christ did Joseph and Mary
give him the name Jesus?

Elizabeth

The Christmas wreath originated as a
symbol of Christ. The holly represents the
crown of thorns Jesus wore at his
crucifixion, and the red berries symbolize
the blood he shed. So when you see a
wreath this season, you'll remember the
reason for the season.

2.

3.
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“Jingle bells” was composed in 1857, and
not for Christmas – it was meant to be a
Thanksgiving song!

1. Who was the prophet that
foretold a virgin shall give
birth to a son called
Immanuel?

1

Faith

2

Hope

3

Love

4

Forgiveness

5

Mercy

6

Kindness

7

Generosity

8

Compassion

9

Joy

Father God, it is by Your grace we have been saved, and through our faith –
this is not from ourselves, but a gift from you – not by our works. Ephesians 2:8-9
May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in Hope. Romans 15:4
Help us to love because You first loved us.

Thank you for being faithful and just in forgiving us our sins and thus
purifing us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9

Let us be merciful, just as our Father is merciful.

Luke 6:36

Let us be kind and compassionate to one another, forviging each otheother,
just as through Jesus, You forgave us. Ephesians 4:32
Let us be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, and
give the glory and thanks to you Lord! 2 Corinthians 9:11
Let us live in harmony with one another, be sympathetic and
compassionate, love as brothers, and be humble. 1 Peter 3:8

Let us be joyful in hope, patient in afflication, faithful in prayer. Romans 12:12

10 Salvation
11 Obedience
12 Life

1 John 4:19

Thank you for providing Jesus who is the way, the truth, the life and
the only way to You. John 14:6
Help us to not merely listen to your Word, and so deceive ourselves.
Help us do what it says. James 1:22-25

Thank you for coming that we may have life, and have it in all its fullness. John 10:10

