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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR AZZAM
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I am looking out the window and enjoying the first sunny day in weeks. Not a cloud in the sky now, but tonight
is supposed to be a different story. That’s like in Michigan on the sunrise side…if you do not like the weather
today, wait a bit and it will be different. Problem is I have been waiting for the sun to come out for more than 5
minutes since a week before Christmas.
It seems as we have been waiting for the sun to come out in other areas of life as well. With a vaccine that is
on the horizon for us all in the months ahead, and the end of winter one month closer than it was…without a
major snowstorm, things are looking up.
Psalm 121 and many thereafter are entitled as Songs of Ascent. It is believed that these Psalms were sung by
the people of Israel as they plodded up the hill to the city of Jerusalem during the three pilgrim festivals
commanded of every faithful Jew (The Passover, the Feast of Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles). Looking
up, for them literally, was to see the great city on Mt. Zion where the tabernacle was pitched and where later
the temple would be built. They are words of encouragement to God’s people who struggle through dark days.
1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains –
where does my help come from?

5 The Lord watches over you –
The Lord is your shade at your right hand;

2 My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.

6 the sun will not harm you by day,
Nor the moon by night.

3 He will not let your foot slip –
he who watches over you will not slumber;

7 The Lord will keep you from all harm –
he will watch over your life;

4 indeed, he who watches over Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.

8 the Lord will watch over your coming and
going both now and for evermore

Though there may be dark days for us still ahead, the sun cometh in the morning and the blessings of the Lord
come to all who call upon Him. Jesus came to deliver you and me from the darkness of sin, the sting of death,
and the power of the devil. Through his death and resurrection, victory over these have been won. That’s good
news. sting of death, and the power of the devil. Through his death and resurrection, victory over these have
been won. That’s good news.
May God keep you at His right hand in the days and weeks ahead that you may remember the promise of Jesus,
our great high priest, “Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you. (Hebrews 13:5) Amen
In His Service,
Pastor Timothy Azzam

STEWARDSHIP
Going Above and Beyond
We know of or have heard about people who were able to accomplish remarkable goals and accomplishments
through sheer determination and effort. They were driven through hardships, sacrifice, and exhaustion toward
the end they were striving to achieve. Some people are blessed with a never-quit attitude. This attitude was
captured in a movie titled Rudy that was made back in 1993. This movie is based on a true story of a young man
who loved Notre Dame football and wanted nothing more than to play for the team. He was a walk-on,
undersized, too slow and too small. He was so determined to make the team and play in a game that he
practiced harder and worked harder than anyone else on the team. At one point in the film, the coach said, “I
wish God would put your heart in some of my players’ bodies.” To play for the Notre Dame Fighting Irish, Rudy
went above and beyond.
Most of us are not going to excel on the football field, but, as God’s people, we are called to work diligently in
our service to others and to extend God’s kingdom. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be steadfast…always abounding
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58b). God wants us
to “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing
in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10). God wants us to be productive people in His kingdom.
As Christians, we are called into ministry. Through faith we become more than just spectators. Just as Jesus
ministered to the people of His time, we are to do the same today. “For I have given you an example, that you
also should do just as I have done to you” (John 13:15). Our ministries take place in our homes, in our
neighborhoods, in our churches, and in our places of work. Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). Reaching out to the lost is at the very heart of our ministry.
We have in Christ the saving truth of the Gospel that all people need to hear.
With God’s help, we can go above and beyond in our efforts to please God and give Him the glory He deserves.
When we commit our lives and resources to His service, we will hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful
servant!” (Matthew 25:23).
--Bill Davis, Stewardship Chair

February Mission of the Month
LCMS Joint Seminary Fund
The LCMS Joint Seminary Fund is a ministry of the LCMS Foundation. Excellent seminaries are important to
everyone who needs the Gospel. Well-formed pastors, deaconesses, ordained missionaries and theological
leaders are vital to our life together as they faithfully and accurately teach the Gospel. For our entire history as
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, well-formed and compassionate pastors have been important because
the Gospel, faithfully delivered in Word and sacraments, is essential to each of us. The LCMS supports two
seminaries — Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Ind., and Concordia Seminary in St. Louis — with
Sunday-morning worship offerings set aside by congregations for district and national/international work. The
LCMS Joint Seminary Fund was established to supplement the Synod subsidy by directly soliciting the church for charitable
donations. Gifts to the LCMS Joint Seminary Fund are restricted exclusively to supporting both of our world-class
seminaries.

You can use a mission envelope that can be found in your envelope packet. If you already support a mission,
please continue to do so by designating that particular mission by name on a Mission envelope.

Thrivent Action Team Projects
Healthy Snacks for Frontline Workers at Ascension St. Joseph Hospital
The Thrivent Action Team delivered healthy snacks, drinks, and muffins to health care frontline workers at
Ascension St. Joseph Hospital in Tawas City, MI. Items were purchased with an Action Team grant from
Thrivent Financial and members of Trinity Lutheran Church.

Pastor and Kathy delivered the snacks and drinks to the hospital staff on Wednesday, January 6, 2021. A great
way to let our frontline heroes know they are appreciated!

New Process Proposed for Thrivent Action Team Projects
In an effort to give the entire congregation an opportunity to be involved in Thrivent Action Team projects we
would like to propose the following: When projects are approved by Thrivent, the congregation be made aware
of the project and given an opportunity to donate to it by a certain date. Funds would be collected by the church
in put into an in and out fund. Once the deadline is reached, a check for all funds collected for the project would
be given to the project creator. This will provide everyone an opportunity to participate in these projects.

In Our Prayers
Eugene Azzam, Chris Exnowski, Wayne Fortney,
Carolyn Lindhorst, Elmira Pruitt, and Bill Ruckel,
Homebound:
Alice Dettmer – Medilodge
Richard Fitzgerald

Military:
Jason Cooper
Courtney & Karina Pierce (Army)
Marc Stiller (U.S.A.F. – Sherman)
Nathan Boettge (Marines – Fortney)

Carolyn Lindhorst was recently in a car accident. Her leg was broken and required surgery. She is recovering
nicely. Get well wishes can be sent to Carolyn at the following address:
Carolyn Lindhorst
c/o Julie Krause
19214 N. 31st Lane
Phoenix, AZ 85027

It pleased the Lord to call to his eternal rest the soul of Paul LeRoy Walentovic on
Saturday, January 16, 2021. Paul was a member of Trinity. He moved to Imlay City
sometime last year. Please keep his family in your prayers. If you would like to send a card, Irene’s address is
2191 N. Summers Road, Imlay City, MI 48444.
It pleased the Lord to call to her eternal rest the soul of LaVerne Langdon on Wednesday, January 20, 2021.
LaVerne was the mother of Annette Dennis. Many of you knew her, she was a frequent visitor at Trinity.
It pleased the Lord to call to his eternal rest the soul of Stan Monhollen, a cousin of Pastor Azzam. He died of
Covid-19. Please keep his family in your prayers.
It pleased the Lord to call to his eternal rest the soul of Rev. Travis Downs of Lansing, a classmate of Pastor and
Kathy Azzam. Rev. Downs died of cancer and Covid-19. Please keep his family in your prayers.

Bible Study Opportunities
 Sunday Morning Bible Study at 9:15 a.m. – Saints and Sinners. When you call in for worship,
please let us know if you plan to attend Bible Study. The room can accommodate 16 people.
 Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study online via Zoom – For more information contact Ron Weidenfeller
at 724-7701.
 Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets from 9:15-10:30 a.m. via Zoom – For more information
contact Ruth Golm at (989) 724-5679.
 Thursday Morning Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.– In-person in Sunday School wing. Please use the side
entrance.

Notes

The Church Council met on Thursday, January 14th. A committee consisting of Karen White
and Sue Barnhart was formed to look at the process for recording and acknowledging
memorial donations to the church.

The Treasurer reported that income exceeded expenses by $1,148.09 for the month of December. However, expenses
exceeded income by $8,736.56 for the first quarter of the year. It is a blessing that so many members of the
congregation faithfully send in offerings even though they are not attending in-person services.
Mission of the Month organizations will remain the same as last year.
The church custodian resigned. The head trustee will look into the possibility of hiring a cleaning service.
A new process for Thrivent Team Action Projects was proposed. Specifics can be found in this newsletter.
The church received thank you letters from Ascension St. Joseph Hospital and from Wellspring for Thrivent Team actions
projects.

GOD HAS CREATED EVERYTHING, AND THEREFORE HE
HAS TOTAL AUTHORITY AND IS IN COMPLETE CONTROL.
“The Lord will keep you from all evil; He will keep your life. The Lord
will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and
forevermore” (Psalm 121:7-8).

Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17th
There will be Wednesday evening worship services at 7:00 p.m. beginning Ash
Wednesday and running through March 31st.
There will be NO soup suppers prior to services.

Other Notes
TLCW is selling Valentine cards for 4/$1.00, gift bags for 25¢, and cookbooks for $5.00. These can be found on a table in
the fellowship hall. There is a variety of Valentine’s Day cards available.
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Robert Slater
Marc Alvarez
Johnathan Douglas
Katie Douglas
Kevin Gresens
Ted White
Leslea Witter
Mike Seidel
Cynthia Slater
Ron Dombrowski
Shawn Ogden
George moran
Melania Ludeña
Anna Roy
Mark Faught
Kenneth Pierce
Maxwell Schmitt
Charles Krueger

Know the Elders
The Board of Elders concerns itself with
the wellbeing and spiritual life of our
congregation and pastor. Pastor Azzam
and your Elders are happy and eager to
hear from you!
They may be reached at:
Pastor Azzam - 739-4820
Mitch Davis, Jr. - 989-820-1469
Roger Tack - 989-293-8050
Ron Weidenfeller - 724-7701
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Joshua & Amber Foot

2021 Missions of the Month
January

Gideon’s

February

LCMS Joint Seminary Fund

March

Lutheran Hour – Local Broadcast

April

Wellspring Lutheran Services

May

P.O.B.L.O.

June

Here We Stand Campaign

July

Lutheran World Relief &
Disaster Response (LCMS)

August

Adopt a Seminarian

September

Harbor Lights Pregnancy &
Information Center

October

Concordia University – Ann Arbor

November

F.I.S.H.

December

God’s Children – Haiti
(formerly Bon Samaritan)

Meeting
Thursday, February 11th
2:00 p.m.

Winter Weather is Here
Tuesday, February 2nd
6:00 p.m.

For worship cancellations,
call the church office 739-9292
and check the answering machine!

2. Who changes his name to Israel
and why?
3. God told Moses not to come any

closer to the burning bush until
he did what?

Hershey’s Kisses are named that after
the kissing sound the deposited
chocolate makes as it falls from the
machine on the conveyor belt.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under

The word “Christ” is from the
Greek khristos,
meaning
“the
anointed,” which is the noun of the
verbal adjective khriein, meaning, “to
rub anoint.”

Answers to Quiz:
1. Lot (Genesis 19:26)
2. Jacob after he
struggles with God
(Genesis 32:28
Take off his sandals
(Exodus 3:5)

1. Whose wife turned into a pillar
of salt?

3.

The deadline to
submit articles for the
February Newsletter is
January 19, 2020
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