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FAREWELL TO PASTOR and
KATHY
Sunday, July 10, 2022 was Pastor Azzam’s
farewell service to Trinity Lutheran
Church. Trinity was truly blessed to have
Pastor Azzam and Kathy for the past 17
plus years. They will both be truly missed!
A retirement potluck picnic was held at
the home of Sue and Bruce Welther after
the late service that day. It was a beautiful
day with lots of sunshine, lots of good
food, and of course lots of good company.
We could not have asked for a better day!
We wish Pastor and Kathy all the best as
they enter a new chapter in their lives!
Thank you to Bruce and Sue Welther for offering their home for the picnic, to Henriette Fortney for all her planning
and hard work, to everyone who helped set-up and clean-up, to everyone who attended the picnic and brought
such delicious dishes, and to everyone who contributed to the Pastor’s retirement gift.

STEWARDSHIP
In Giving we Receive
God is the greatest giver, and, because we were made in His image, we were created to give. God uses giving to
help direct our hearts to Him and away from the love of the world. Faithful and generous giving is evidence that
God is first in our lives. In giving, we break the grip that this world has on us.
We don’t give to be blessed, but God’s Word clearly tells us that through our faithful generosity God will bless
us. Several verses in Scripture promise us God’s abundance when we honor Him through our giving. (Proverbs
3:10; Malachi 3:10: Luke 6:38). We are certain of His spiritual blessings and possibly material blessings.
In the miracle of the Feeding of the Five Thousand, which is found in all four Gospels, we find a truism that God
blesses those who give. Jesus had attracted a large crowd to whom He was preaching. When it was time for
dinner, Jesus’ disciples wanted to send the people away to find their own food. Andrew, one of the disciples,
told Jesus that a boy had given them five barley loaves and two fish. If the disciples had chosen to keep the boy’s
lunch for themselves, it could possibly have been enough food for Jesus and His twelve disciples. Realizing that
Jesus intended to use the lunch to feed the crowd of people, the disciples became anxious about their situation,
overlooking what Jesus could do with this meager amount of food.
Jesus had another idea: He had the people sit down in groups. He gave thanks for the bread and fish. After the
blessing, the disciples began to distribute the food. As the disciples gave each person a portion of the bread and
pieces of the fish, the food never ran out. In his book Thank, Praise, Serve, and Obey, William Chancellor Weedon
shares the following:
Stop and ask yourself what would have happened if the disciples had held onto their little lunch, had
kept it for themselves in fear, terrified that there would be no more if they gave it away and then they
would go hungry? How much would each have had at the close of that day? A handful? That’s it. But
Jesus began to open their eyes that day to see a new truth in God’s economy. By giving away to others,
they ended up richer themselves! They ended up with a basket of bread each, far more than that
fistful they had started out with. Hands clutching in fear were transformed into hands opened wide to
give away.
May God grant us giving hearts so that He can multiply our gifts to help others and to extend His kingdom.
-Bill Davis, Stewardship Chair

Mission of the Month
August
Trinity Lutheran Church Women’s Adopt a Seminarian
TLCW has adopted a seminarian. Through the August Mission of the Month you can help a future pastor with
your prayers and your financial support. All Mission of the Month money collected in August will be
given to TLCW, to be sent to their adopted seminarian.
If you already support a mission, please continue to do so by designating that particular mission by name on
a Mission envelope.

Wayne Fortney, Tim Hoffmeyer
Carolyn Jones, Sue Pisarski,
Dave Sherman’s Grandson Kyle Hill,
Karen White, and Ron Weidenfeller
Homebound:
Alice Dettmer – Medilodge

Military:
Alex Anderson (Navy)
Jason Cooper

STEWARDSHIP IS THE FREE AND
LOVING RESPONSE TO THE GRACE
OF GOD IN OUR LIVES.
“And God is able to make all grace abound
to you, so that having all sufficiency in all
things at all times, you may abound in every
good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).

Sundays
8:00 a.m.
and
10:30 a.m.
Bible Study
9:15 a.m.

 Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m.
 Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets
in the Fellowship Hall of the church. For more
information call Ruth Golm at 989-724-5679.
 Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study at 8:30 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall of the church.
 Thursday Morning Bible Study at 10:00 a.m. –
in Sunday School wing.

T.L.C.W. News
Trinity Lutheran Church Women (TLCW) meet the third Tuesday of each
month at 11:00 a.m. All ladies are invited and encouraged to attend. The
August meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 16, 2022.
TLCW is selling greeting cards for 50₵. Cards are currently on display on the table in the fellowship hall.
Please put your money in the cash box on the display case.

THANK YOU!
Thank you to everyone for donating items and time for a very successful TLCW garage sale!
Profits so far total $1,600. Great work folks! We are going to have another garage sale over
Labor Day weekend.

Community Garage Sale – Take Two
Friday, September 2nd and Saturday September 3rd
Take two of the community garage sale will be held on Labor Day weekend – Friday,
September 2nd and Saturday September 3rd. Volunteers are needed to help with the sale. A
volunteer signup sheet will be posted in the fellowship hall and on the table in the back of
the church. Bring your friends to help and/or shop.
Any donations you may have for the garage sale would certainly be appreciated. We will collect
donations on Tuesdays, August 23rd and August 30th at the church garage. If you have any questions,
call Karen White at 989-739-0774 or Ruth Golm at 989-724-5679.

TLCW Salad Luncheon
Thursday, August 24, 2022 – 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.
Join us on August 24th for a wonderful lunch. Only $7 will get you a variety of our delicious salads,
a roll, a dessert, and a beverage. All proceeds from the salad luncheon will go to missions.
Volunteers are needed to make salad. Won’t you please consider making your favorite salad recipe.

TLCW Lutheran World Relief InGathering
In August and September TLCW will be collecting items for school kits and for personal
hygiene kits. Containers for your donations will be on a table in the fellowship hall. For
more information contact Jonalee Engstrom at (989) 739-5818.

TLCW World Relief Layettes
TLCW will be collecting Ivory soap for layette kits. Two bars of Ivory soap are needed for each
layette kit. A big thank you to Shirley Ellis and Sharon Endicott for sewing all other items needed
for the layette kits.

LCMS Michigan District Convention
On June 26–28, 864 delegates, guests and others attended the 103 rd Michigan District
Convention under the theme People of Hope … It’s Time! on the campus of Concordia
University Ann Arbor. Pastor Azzam and Kathy attended the convention representing
Trinity Oscoda.
Rev. David A. Davis, age 64, of Ann Arbor, Michigan was elected to his first term as
Michigan District, LCMS president on the third ballot. Davis’ education includes Concordia University Ann Arbor
(B.A.), Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. (M.Div.), Classical Studies at Washington University, St. Louis, and
Governance and Executive Training, Pastoral Leadership Institute. He served four congregations, all in Michigan.
President Elect Davis currently serves St. Luke Lutheran Church in Haslett/Lansing as its executive pastor. Other
ministry roles included Michigan District Vice President, circuit leadership, church planting, and many District
events. He is also the author of Toward Significance: A Guide for Pastoring Well and serves as Adjunct Faculty at
Concordia University Ann Arbor. He and his wife Sallie have four grown daughters and two granddaughters.
President Elect Davis was installed during convention and will officially take office on October 1, 2022.
Other elections took place, including the vice presidents. They are Rev. Dean Davenport, 1st Vice President; Rev.
Darryl Andrzejewski, 2nd Vice President; Rev. Craig Bickel, 3rd Vice President; and Rev. Erik Cloeter, 4th Vice
President.
Floor committees brought 21 resolutions forward for voting and advisory delegate action. Newsworthy
resolutions included:
1-17 – That the Michigan District Respond to the Reversal of Roe v. Wade with Gospel Understanding and Care
To respond to the Dobbs v. Jackson Supreme Court with rejoicing, but more importantly asking
the congregations of the Michigan District to fill the Gospel need of providing support for crisis
pregnancy centers, encouraging members to consider foster parenting and adoption options, and
supporting many pro-life ministries in the district.
2-06a – The CUS/CUE Proposed Governance Model

To memorialize Synod to delay the CUS/CUE Proposed Governance Model until concerns
about possible unintended consequences are addressed.
2-01 – To Strengthen the Advisory Delegate Participation at District Conventions
The Michigan District enabled advisory delegates to provide an advisory poll on floor
committee resolutions during its regular convention and the result of that poll was shared
prior to the vote of the voting delegates. The Michigan District in convention
memorialized the Synod in convention in 2023 to pass a like-minded resolution.
1-05a – To Address Issues of Race Utilizing Resources Such as Heart Issues are Hard Issues
(michigandistrict.org/heartissues/)
1-01a – A Culture of Bible Reading
1-06 – To Focus on Spiritual Formation
1-10 – To Encourage Congregations to Raise Up New Commissioned and Ordained Church Workers
Convention election results can be viewed at michigandistrict.org/convention/business/. The Convention video
playlist is available at YouTube.com/michiganLCMS and includes a recap video, worship services, sermons, the
President’s Address, the essayists’ presentations, and President Harrison’s presentation.

Trinity Congregational Voters’ Meeting
A voters’ meeting was held between services on Sunday, July 17th. At the meeting the congregation
passed two resolutions. The first resolution was to call a half-time intentional interim minister for a
period of one year to help us transition. The second resolution set the budget for a half-time
intentional interim minister at up to $45,000 per year. The resolutions and minutes of the voters’
meeting were sent to Rev. Dr. Kasper at the Michigan District. It is our hope to have a part-time IIM
as soon as possible. In the meantime, we praise God for Pastor Neigh and for Dave Wagner! Both
have offered to help with hospital visits if necessary, and with worship services. Our Head Elder,
Mitch Davis, has scheduled visiting pastors through August. Hopefully we will have an IIM before the
end of August. If you have any questions about the transition and what the church council is doing,
please feel free to contact Ted White or any other member of the Church Council.

Looking for Housing
We will need housing for an IIM. If you have space available that you would be willing to
rent, please let the church know. The housing will be needed three or four days a week
and must be suitable to live in year-round. If you have such a space, please talk to Ted
White or call the church office at 989-739-9292.

Pastoral Care During the Transition
As you may know, the church office is currently open only on Mondays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00
p.m. If you need pastoral care during our transition time, please call one of the Elders. They may be reached at:
Mitch Davis, Jr. - 989-820-1469
David Golm – 989-724-5679
Roger Tack - 989-293-8050
Ron Weidenfeller - 724-7701

Trinity Bells of Glory
Trinity Bells of Glory is taking a break. We plan to be back practicing in the church on Monday, August 15th. We
hope that everyone is enjoying their summer! Thank you for your support of Bells of Glory, and we look
forward to playing for the congregation in September.

Thrivent Project
Thank You!
Thank you to all for your generous donations of individually wrapped snacks and bottled water
for Firefighters and EMS workers. The goodies were delivered on Thursday, July 21st and were very
much appreciated.

Cleaning Inside the Church
There are many tasks that need to be done to spruce up the inside of the church. A list of jobs that need to be
done is posted on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. If you are able to help, pick the task you would be
willing to do and sign your name by it. When you complete the task, put the date you completed it on the list.
These jobs are done on an individual basis. The church is currently open on Mondays and Thursdays from 8:30
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. We will get these tasks done if everyone would pitch in and help!

Thank You!
Thank you to all who are helping to clean the church and the church
grounds. Thank you to Sue and Bruce Welther for hosting Pastor and
Kathy’s retirement party. Thank you to Henriette Fortney for all she does
for the church, even long distance. Thank you to everyone for your
patience during this time of transition.

Church Directory
Please be patient as we work on a new church directory with pictures. We are missing lots of

photos of our members and friends, and would appreciate a photo of you and your family for
inclusion in the directory. You can email a photo to:
churchoffice@trinityoscoda.org or you can bring in a photo for us to scan.
Please check the list of names and phone numbers on the table next to the office door. Let us know if your
information is incorrect. Your help is greatly appreciated. Thank you to members that have confirmed their
information and submitted pictures.

8/3

Susie Manning

8/7

Bradd & Joan Chisholm

8/6

Jewel Beveridge

8/14 Jack & Annette Inman

8/7

Karen Pecca

8/22 Neil & Judy Malson

8/7

Sue Pisarski

8/9

Lyle Boyce

8/25

Blake Roy

8/26

Heather Loyer

Know the Elders
The Board of Elders concerns itself with
the wellbeing and spiritual life of our
congregation and pastor. Pastor Azzam
and your Elders are happy and eager to
hear from you!
They may be reached at:
Mitch Davis, Jr. - 989-820-1469
David Golm – 989-724-5679
Roger Tack - 989-293-8050
Ron Weidenfeller - 724-7701

Tuesday
August 2, 2022
2:00 p.m.

1. What book in the Bible doesn’t
mention God by name?
2. What kind of tree did Jesus
curse before it withered?
3. Which book of the Bible did
Jesus write directly?

The first sandwich was made on August
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under
6, 1762, when the Earl of Sandwich asked
for a dish with meat between two pieces
of bread.
August was a big month for the U.S. Civil
Rights Movement. It was on August 28,
1963, that Martin Luther King Jr gave his
famous “I have a dream” speech to
250,000 people on the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C.

HUMOR

3. None
2. A fig tree
1. Esther
Answers to Quiz

The deadline to
submit articles for the
September Newsletter
is August 21, 2022.

